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SUBJ: POLITICAL SCENE QUIET DURING ABSENCE PRESIDENT 
REF: DJIBOUTI 0030 

1. SUMMARY: DURING PRESIDENT'S ABSENCE IN THE PERSIAN GULP, THE 
POLITICAL SCENE HAS BEEN EXCEPTIONALLY QUIET ON THE SURPACE. 
ALTHOUGH LOCAL SECURITY PORCES CONTINUE THEIR IRREGULAR SCAVENGER 
HUNTS IN THE VARIOUS TOWNSHIPS WHICH MAKE UP DJIBOUTI, OPFICIALS RE- 
PORT PRIVATELY THAT THEY ARE BINDING NO MORE ARMS CACHES. THE APP- 
ARENT LACK OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY MAY INDICATE THA THE AFARS ARE 
WILLING TO GIVE PRESIDENT GOULED ANOTHER CHANCE. 
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2. WITH THE EXPECTED RETURN OP PRES GOULED ON 16 JAN, EVERYONE 
EXPECTS THE GOVT CRISIS TO BE RESOLVED. IT HAS NOW BEEN EXACTLY ONE 
MONTH SINCE PRIME MIN DIM AND FOUR ETHNIC AFAR MINISTER RESIGNED. 
LIPE IN THE CAPITAL, WHILE GENERALLY QUIET, CONTINUES TO BE MARKED BY 
NIGHTLY RAIDS BY POLICE AND GENDARMERIE INTO AFRICAN QUARTIERS. 
PRESUMEDLY THESE RAIDS ARE LINKED IN EVERYONE'S MIND WITH THE GOVT 
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CRISIS, AND MANY PEOPLE LOOK EORWARD TO THE NAMING OF A NEW GOVT 
AS A WAY TO BE FREED OF THESE IRREGULAR BUT FREQUENT 
INTERRUPTIONS. 

3. IN THE MEANTIME, FORMER P.M. DINI CONTINUES TO BE COURTED 
BY MOST DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, AS INDICATED IN LAST WEEK'S 

SERIES OF MESSAGES, INTERESTED IN FOSTERING NATIONAL UNITY. HE SEES 
HIS PRESENT ROLE AS CONSTRUCTIVE IN THE SENSE THAT UNIFICATION OF 
THE AFARS UNDER HIS AUSPICES WOULD PROVIDE MEANS OF NEUTRALIZING 
THE RADICALS THAT DOMINATED THE NOW-OUTLAWED BUT STILL OPERATIONAL 
MOUVEMENT POPULAIRE DE LIVERATION (MPL). 

4. ACCORDING KNOWLEDGEABLE LOCAL SOURCES, THE MPL HAS NOW ESTABLISHED 
AN OFFICE IN EXILE IN ADEN. OFFICIALS OF THE GOVT OF DJIBOUTI, 

WHICH HAS NO NAVY (THE PATROL BOAT PRESENTED BY THE FRENCH IS 
IMMOBILIZEDD 

DURING THREE-MONTH PERIOD FOR OVERHAUL), BELIEVE THAT THE 
CLANDESTINE MPL HAS RECEIVED AND CONTINUES TO RECEIVE ARMS FROM ADEN. 
CLARKE 
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